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KETTLE MORAINE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Parents sue
district over
gender
transition
policy
Complaint: Staff referred to child
by name and pronouns of child’s
choice
By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657
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Most recently, Billstrom
brought Sawdust to the
Tudor Oaks Senior Living
Community in Muskego.
“The residents love it, and
every time Sawdust comes
in it just puts a smile on
their faces,” said Julie Ninham, volunteer coordinator
at Tudor Oaks.
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Tudor Oaks numerous
times, including during the

WALES — Parents are suing the Kettle Moraine School
District over a policy that allegedly allows minor students
to change their names and gender pronouns at school without parental consent.
The lawsuit by two sets of parents was filed by the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty and the Alliance
Defending Freedom in Waukesha County Circuit Court
Wednesday.
The parents of a 12-year-old girl say they withdrew their
daughter from the district to protect her mental health and
preserve their parental role. They say the school district
violated their constitutional rights as parents by using a
male name and male pronouns to address their daughter at
school without their consent and over their objections.
“Schools cannot override parents when it comes to decisions about their children. Gender identity transitions are
no exception. Schools must defer to parents about what is
best for their child,” said WILL deputy counsel Luke Berg.
Attorneys for the plaintiffs say the U.S. and state constitutions recognize the “inherent right” of parents to “direct
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country.
The POLITICO/Morning Consult
also asked those surveyed how
Biden was handling specific topics.
On the economy, 53% disapproved
of the job he is doing, 40% approved
and 7% didn’t know.
On immigration, 59% don’t like
the job he’s doing, 32% do and 9%
don’t know.
On education, 47% disapprove,
42% approve and 11% don’t know.
The poll’s margin of error is plus
or minus 2 percentage points.
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Lawsuit
From Page 1A
the upbringing and education of children under
their control” and that parents are the primary decision-makers
regarding
their minor children.
They argue the Kettle
Moraine School District
adopted a policy that disregards parents’ decisions
about how their children
will be addressed at school.
According to the complaint, the daughter attended a mental health center
while processing significant anxiety and depression. The complaint states
the
center
allegedly
affirmed the child’s identity as a transgender boy.
In late December, the
daughter told her parents
she wanted to “adopt a new
male name and use male
pronouns
when
she
returned to school.” One of
the child’s parents told
school officials the parents
“wanted teachers and staff
to refer to their daughter
using her legal name and
female pronouns when she
returned to school.”
A district official allegedly told the parents staff
would refer to their child
by whatever name and pronouns the child wanted
while at school.
Following that communication, the family pulled
their daughter out of
school. During that time at
home, the complaint says
the daughter changed her
mind about transitioning
to a male identity and
instead wanted to remain
with her birth name and
female pronouns.
The complaint says staff
at the family’s new school
have said they’ll follow the
same approach on names
and pronouns if their
daughter decides to transition at school again.
The plaintiffs are seeking a court declaration
KM’s policy “violates parents’
constitutional
rights,” and that these parents have had those rights
violated; and “enjoin the
Kettle Moraine School District from allowing or
requiring staff to refer to
students using a name or
pronouns at odds with
their biological sex, while
at school, without parental
consent.”
Kettle Moraine officials
told The Freeman the district is aware of the lawsuit
but summons had not yet
been served as of Wednesday morning. It’s unlikely
a statement from the district will be made, as
school districts often do
not comment on active litigation.
Judge Lloyd Carter is
listed as the responsible
official on the case. No
hearings have yet been
scheduled.
Contributing:
The Associated Press
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