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TOWN OF MERTON — A
policy requiring parent or
guardian consent in altered
student pronoun use in the
classroom was approved by
the Arrowhead Union High
School District in Septem-
ber. On Thursday the
Arrowhead High School
Union School Board of
Education will consider the
possible procedure for this
policy. The Policy Commit-
tee meets at 6:45 a.m. on
Thursday in the District
Office board room. The
approved document out-
lines procedures within
Arrowhead for handling
student name changes and
pronoun usage. 

The policy procedure said
the student’s record will
reflect the legal name, pro-
nouns provided at the time
the student was registered
and enrolled. Requests to
change the official record
need to be submitted to the
appropriate principal and
include supporting docu-
ments. 

Nicknames, name
changes and pronoun
requests that don’t
involve changing the offi-
cial record are different
from the district approv-
ing a student’s, parent’s
or legal guardian’s
request to regularly use
an alternate name, nick-
name or pronoun in cer-
tain school settings, while
leaving the legal name
that the district has on
file unmodified.

“Parents have the right
to determine the names
and pronouns that staff
use to refer to their chil-
dren while at school
unless the name and pro-
noun change is advanced
by an adult student
and/or a change in the
student’s legal name has
been changed. Staff shall
not refer to or address
minor students by a dif-
ferent name or pronouns
that differ from their bio-
logical sex during school
hours, without written
authorization from a par-
ent. (This policy does not
require parental consent
for shortened versions of
the legal first name of a
student or for the stu-
dent’s use of the student’s
legal middle name.)”
according to procedure

documents.
A written/electronic

authorization of the
change of name and/or
pronoun for a minor stu-
dent needs to be filled out
by the parent/guardian at
the time of student regis-
tration and may be modi-
fied by the parent/guardian
at any time.

“If a request for a student
to regularly use an alternate
name, nickname or pronoun
in certain settings is other-
wise appropriate as defined
above, staff members will
refer to the student in the
manner in which the stu-
dent will refer to themselves
when turning in assign-
ments, but it does not mean
changing or deleting a legal
name that is documented in
the district’s official records
for school purposes,”
according to the procedure
documents.

For more information
visit https://www.arrow-
headschools.org/.
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Christmas on the Isthmus will be held after the Christmas parade on Saturday from 5-8 p.m.

OCONOMOWOC — Christmas on
the Isthmus is back for a second year.
Last year’s Christmas on the Isthmus
on Lake Road in Oconomowoc was a
big hit for children and adults.

The event is held after the
Oconomowoc Christmas parade by
neighbors on historic Lake Road on the
isthmus between Fowler Lake and Lac
La Belle.

This year’s event will again benefit
the Lake Area Free Clinic and will be
held after the Christmas parade on Sat-
urday, Dec. 3 from 5-8 p.m. Families will
have a chance to stroll down Lake Road

and enjoy an old-fashioned Christmas.
Attendees can walk in the historic

neighborhood to see homes beautifully
decorated for Christmas, enjoy the
treats and drinks offered by participat-
ing homes, visit with Santa and enjoy
live music.

Correctly complete a trivia contest
about the history of the local homes
(you can ask the participating home
owners for help) and enter it into a
drawing for a chance to win two first
row seats to see the Milwaukee Bucks
at the Fiserv Forum (date TBD) with
parking pass and access to the all-

inclusive BMO Club including food
and drinks.

Donations can be made to the Lake
Area Free Clinic at locations at each
end of the isthmus, or to the Friends of
Oconomowoc Parks and Trails for the
development of Rockwell Park at a
location in the park.

With the help of community dona-
tions, the Lake Area Free Clinic has
been providing life-changing medical,
dental and referral services to resi-
dents of Waukesha County since 2001
who lack health insurance and the abil-
ity to pay for health care.

Christmas on the Isthmus to benefit 
Lake Area Free Clinic

Policy was approved in September 

By John Vanderhoef
jvanderhoef@conleynet.com

262-306-5076

MADISON – State Rep.
Janel Brandtjen, chair of
the Assembly Committee
on Campaigns and Elec-
tions, said on Tuesday that
there was an 83% decrease
in military voters in the
recent elections when com-
pared to the 2020 election.

In a press release on
Tuesday, Brandtjen, R-
Menomonee Falls, said
active military voters
dropped to 1,573 in 2022
after reaching a high of
9,876 in 2020, indicating an
83% drop. 

“Once again, WEC failed
to do their job,” said
Brandtjen, suggesting a
distrust in the way mili-
tary ballots are handled by
municipal clerks.

However, Brandtjen’s
military voter numbers do
not match the official Wis-
consin Election Commis-
sion (WEC) statistics.

According to WEC, there
were just over 2,700 mili-
tary votes in the 2022 elec-
tion and 10,600 military
votes in the 2020 election,
creating a percentage drop
of about 74.5%.

It is not clear why

Brandtjen’s
numbers dif-
fer from the
official WEC
counts. Con-
ley Media
reached out
to Brandtjen
for comment,
but she did

not respond before dead-
line.

The drop in voter turnout
is typical between a presi-
dential election and a
midterm election. For com-
parison, the drop-off
between the presidential
election of 2016, which saw
roughly 4,480 military
issued ballots, and the 2018
midterm election was
approximately 61.3%,
according to WEC statis-
tics. The last midterm
election in 2018 had 2,747
military votes, a number
very close to the 2022
midterm election’s approx-
imately 2,700 military
votes. 

Brandtjen has claimed
there was significant voter
fraud in the 2020 election
and supported decertify-
ing President Joe Biden’s
win in Wisconsin.  Assem-
bly Speaker Robin Vos has
countered that such a
decertification isn’t possi-

ble under Wisconsin law. 
Brandtjen backed Vos’s

write-in Republican oppo-
nent in the November elec-
tion, but Vos ended up win-
ning that race with 73%of
the vote. 

Soon after the election, a
letter was sent to Brandtjen
informing her she had been
removed from the closed
GOP caucus because her
fellow party members no
longer found her trustwor-
thy.

On Nov. 3 Milwaukee
Mayor Cavalier Johnson
fired Milwaukee Election
Commission Deputy Direc-
tor Kimberly Zapata after
she allegedly sought mili-
tary absentee ballots and
sent them to Brandtjen’s
home. Brandtjen says she
was “surprised” when
these fraudulent ballots
arrived at her home.

Brandtjen acknowledged
the incident when she
wrote on her official Face-
book page that she received
three military ballots sent
to her home address from
clerks in Menomonee Falls,
South Milwaukee and
Shorewood on Oct. 27.

The ballots were all
addressed to “Holly” with
three different last names.
None of the individuals

had ever resided at Brandt-
jen’s address.

“When Milwaukee
deputy election clerk Kim
Zapata created three mili-
tary members out of thin
air and sent requests for
legitimate ballots to my
home address, the vulnera-
bility of the military ballot
process was exposed,” said
Brandtjen in Tuesday’s
press release.

“Now we have learned
that the number of active
military members voting
in the 2022 election
dropped by over 83% over
the 2020 election,” said
Brandtjen. “Active mili-
tary voters do not require
registration or ID, but
according to Wisconsin
Statute 6.22(6), clerks are
supposed to confirm active
military voters via a list.”

Brandtjen said “many
municipalities are not
doing this” check.

Absentee ballots for
members of the military
are not subject to the same
laws as other absentee bal-
lots, but military ballots
only make up an average of
.07% of total ballots
requested, according to the
WEC.

More information is at
https://elections.wi.gov.

Rep. Brandtjen claims 83% drop 
in military ballots from 2020

What do you think?
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WEC numbers show different percentage; says drop
likely due to presidential versus midterm election

Brandtjen


